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PRACTICAL ELECTROCARDIOGRAPHY. By Henry J. L. Marriott, M.D. Second
Edition. (Pp. xvi + 226; figs. 158. 40s.) London: Bailliere, Tindall & Cox, 1957.
THIS short book of 214 pages provides a suitable introduction for beginners to a complex
subject. The two distinct sections of electrocardiography-the arrhythmias and disturbances
of intraventricular conduction are considered separately. Basic mechanisms receive only brief
mention, and the inquisitive reader will require the adequate references listed at the end of
each chapter. Recent advances in the subject are referred to where appropriate, and the
fallacy of "over-reading" the electrogram is stressed in the section on "electrocardiogenic"
disease. The illustrative electrograms are well produced and the interpretations given are easy
to understand. The important aspects of cardiac infarction, intraventricular block, electrolyte
changes on the electrogram are clearly given. While graphic analysis is relied upon throughout
the book, the presentation is sufficiently interesting to hold the attention of the reader.
Physicians not primarily concerned with electrocardiography as a speciality will find this
book sufficiently informative for their needs. E.F.
GENERAL UROLOGY. By Donald R. Smith. (Pp. 328; illustrated. $4.50.) Los Altos,
California: Lange Med. Publications, 1957.
PROFESSOR SMITH'S book is a concise but comprehensive survey of urology. After an intro-
ductory chapter on anatomy, a systematic account is given of the symptoms of disorders of
the urinary tract and the routine of physical, rcentgenographic and instrumental examinations.
The causes, investigation, and treatment of urinary stasis and obstruction are summarized.
Separate chapters deal with specific and non-specific infections and with stone. The investiga-
tions and management of injuries to the kidney, bladder, and urethra are set out clearly and
helpfully. Tumours of the kidney, bladder, and prostate are considered in turn. A good
account is given of the physiology, investigation, and treatment of the neurogenic bladder,
in addition to congenital and acquired anomalies of kidneys, ureters, bladder, and testes. The
book closes with chapters on intersexuality, infertility, renal hypertension, and psychosomatic
urologic syndromes.
The book, in common with all Lange publications known to your reviewer, is printed in
imitation typewritten script, and bound in soft covers. The numerous diagrams and drawings
are clear, but a number of the roentgen reproductions are difficult to read.
This volume has obviously been written by a good clinical teacher, and contains a sound,
well-balanced introduction to its subject. It is warmly recommended as an excellent handbook
in urology for the senior student and general practitioner. J. S.L.
ENDOCRINE ASPECTS OF BREAST CANCER. Edited by Alastair R. Currie, B.Sc.,
M.B., F.R.C.P.(Ed.). (Pp. xvi + 340; illustrated. 37s. 6d.) Edinburgh and London:
E. & S. Livingstone, 1958.
THE subject with which this book is concerned is advancing rapidly and is receiving
attention in many parts of the world. The University of Glasgow organized a conference
in July, 1957, under the chairmanship of Professor C. F. W. Illingworth, at which eighty-eight
people from Europe and North America, who are working in this field, met to review the
progress which had been made. This book is the proceedings of the conference. It contains
the forty-five papers that were read, together with valuable critical reviews and summaries
of the discussions.
It is in four main sections, labelled "clinical," "pathology," "hormone studies," and
"experimental pathology."
It is the best account available of the subject and is essential reading for anyone who
hopes to contribute to it. The established facts are stated, the conflicting evidence about
many matters is fairly presented, and valuable suggestions for further work are made. The
organizers of the conference are to be congratulated on its obvious success and the editor
and publishers of the book on the speed with which the proceedings have been made generally
available. R. B. W.
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